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Appointment Rumor False, 
Baruch Tells POAU Leader 


ey Thomas Sugrue, author of the provocative new book, A Catholic Speaks Characterizing as completely false 
~ His Mind* (reviewed in March Church and State Newsletter), will ad- the rumor that he might be President 
nt dress the April 24 daytime session of POAU’s Fourth National Conference Tyryman’s next appointee as U. S. am- 
an on Church and State, to be held in the National City Christian Church, 14th bassador to the Vatican, famed finan- 
,y Street and Massachusetts Avenue, N. W. (Thomas Circle), Washington, D.C. cjer and presidential adviser Bernard 
on The well-known author and liberal S k 0 ut M. Baruch recently sent POAU Ex- 
th Catholic layman will be one of a panel peaks ; ecutive Committee Chairman Louie 

of speakers at the daytime session, D. Newton a copy of correspondence 
” including Mrs. Vashti McCollum, he had had with the editor of a Wash- 


plaintiff in the famous Champaign ington religious review which had 






































as: “released time” case, and the Rev. A. published the rumor. Baruch, con- 
into Powell Davies, pastor of Washing- cluding his discussion with the editor 
ould ton’s All Souls Unitarian Church. on March 10, wrote: 
Irter The Rev. J. Warren Hastings will be wie letter of March. 6 te meee 
boy- host pastor. of a shock to me than the publication 
1 he The principal address of the Con- of your erroneous statement, espe- 
$s at ference will be delivered by Dr. John cially after I told you that there is 
pling A. Mackay, president of Princeton not a word of truth init... . The story 
n to Theological Seminary, at the April was made out of the whole cloth.” 
0 at 24 evening mass meeting in Constitu- 
here tion Hall, 18th and C Streets, N. W. 
tion Other personalities who will take part . 
in thie Constitution Hall ssagnalaie Taft Balancing Act 
just include Dr. Charles Clayton Mor- Ri K ; 
ased rison, POAU vice-president; Dr. John 
The W. Bradbury, editor of the Watch- als C allver S$ 
s in man-Examiner; Fague Springmann, on ae —_—— pw 
; baritone; and Temple Dunn, or- recently on the Vatican-ambassador | 
this ganist. Thomas Sugrue proposal, “though | have not taken 
thin The question, “Should an Ambas- a definite Pe | don’t we a 
; sador Be Sent to the Vatican?” will a personal representative [of the 
“ be discussed by the Rev. Dr. Leland Blanshard on Study Bey | wouldn't work. 
7 La is brings to two the number of 
Stark of the Church of the Epiphany . : Presidential hopefuls who have “dealt” 
at a luncheon meeting in the Hamil- Project in England with this important issue by planting 
| ton Hotel, 14th and K Streets, N. W. Dapedees wry | astride o fence, 
sa A ceremony of “Rededication to The demand for Paul Blanshard’s ther camp. (See March “Church sal 
enge the Jeffersonian Concept of Liberty” services as a speaker before church State ream for Senator Kefau- 
“a will be held at 3 P.M. at the Jeffer- and lay groups all over the country ver’s virtually identical statement.) 
pe son Memorial, with Dr. Frank H. has continued unabated, although the 
my! Yost, of the Religious Liberty Asso- author left for England several weeks 
wuld ciation, presiding, and POAU Presi- ago to begin studies which will re- the offices of Beacon Press, his pub- 
“_ dent Edwin McNeill Poteat speaking. quire his attention for at least a year. lishers—that it is simply beyond our 
‘ April 23, the opening day of the It is with sincere regret, therefore, power at this time to make any speak- 
ae Conference, will be taken up with that we must announce—in spite of ing engagements for the courageous 
a executive sessions. the insistent chorus of “We want author of American Freedom and 





Blanshard!” which continues to de- 


Catholic Power and Communism, De- 
scend on POAU headquarters and 


*Harper and Brothers, 64 es, $1. Ord : 
— ” mocracy and Catholic Power. 


from POAU. 











IT’S UNFAIR TO QUOTE THE POPES, 
SAYS LAYMAN O'NEILL IN NEW BOOK 


In Catholicism and American Freedom, published on March 21 by Harper 
and Brothers (287 pp. + xii, $3.50), Brooklyn College spéech professor James 
M. O’Neill presents what he considers to be a devastating reply to Paul 
Blanshard’s American Freedom and Catholic Power (Beacon Press, 1949). 
The Blanshard book is worthless, O’Neill maintains, because it is unscholarly, 


Apologist 


untruthful, and—where it tells the 
truth—is unfair! “Papal encyclicals 
are not per se ex-cathedra utterances 
. .., this lay writer assures the 
reader (p. 216), although “an ency- 
clical may deal with universal Cath- 
olic doctrine.” 

O’Neill’s position boils down to 
this: The good that popes do is “of- 
ficial,” the evil that popes do is “un- 
official.” Or, as the title of one work 
cited by O’Neill puts it, No Pope Can 
Be Wrong in Teaching Doctrine. 
Blanshard may have found popes to 
be wrong in some instances, but they 
were not “teaching doctrine” at those 
points! 

The author proves himself to be a 
master of the half-truth, the disem- 
bodied quotation wrenched from con- 
text in order to misrepresent his op- 
ponent, and the studied insult—all 
of which skills he charges to Blan- 
shard’s account. On page 185 he 
refers to POAU’s Third National 
Conference on Church and State and 
picks up a false press report to attrib- 
ute to the organization a view it did 
not express. POAU corrected the 
press report immediately after its 
publication, but O’Neill does not 
mention this. In several instances, 
he has not rested content with merely 
taking Blanshard’s ideas out of con- 
text, but in direct quotations has ac- 
tually omitted parts of sentences and 
paragraphs without indicating the 
omissions. (For examples of this, 
see O'Neill, p. 263, and compare with 
Blanshard, p. 47; also, O’Neill, p. 
264, and compare with Blanshard, 
p. 50.) 

As part of his effort to prove that 
“Catholicism” is in perfect harmony 
with “American Freedom,” the au- 
thor devotes several opening chapters 
to a historical survey which points 
out that two of the signers of the 
American Constitution were Catho- 
lics, and that citizens of Catholic 
faith have often played a distin- 
guished role on the American scene. 
All this is true and pleasant to con- 
template, but such historical observa- 
tions can in no sense be regarded as 
an “answer” to Paul Blanshard, 
whose book was concerned with the 
political and social doctrines of the 
top leaders of the Roman Catholic 
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James M. O'Neill 


Church as applied to the American 
scene in the twentieth century. 


Quibbling 


Using a pettifogging approach to 
all of Blanshard’s statements, O’Neill 
complains (p. 172) that Blanshard 
referred to “the doctrine of Papal In- 
fallibility . . . four times on page 23 
as being proclaimed or promulgated, 
instead of defined,” whereas, in truth, 
Blanshard’s understanding both of 
the technicalities and the realities is 
admirably demonstrated (Blanshard, 
p. 26) when he observes: 


“The most embarrassing aspect of 
the doctrine of infallibility is that it 
must be retroactive or it is nothing. 
Infallibility was not created or discov- 
ered in 1870; it was only promulgated 
and stamped with official approval at 
that time. It is a ‘tradition received 
from the beginning of the Christian 
faith,’ as Pius IX put it. Since it came 
from St. Peter down through the long 
line of Popes, every solemn declaration 
by all the Popes in the field of morals 
and faith must be true. This is an am- 
bitious claim, and it has taken all of 
the skill of the Catholic historians to 
adjust history to it. To answer some 
of the embarrassing questions with 
some show of consistency, the Jesuits 
have created several grades in Papal 
utterance. The most embarrassing Pa- 
pal blunders are classified in one of the 
minor grades for which infallibility is 
not claimed.” 








BR 
British Fail to Aid 


‘Established’ Church 


“One of the difficulties in the way 
of getting adequate compensation for 
the clergy is that the Church of Eng- 
land, being an ‘established’ church, 
the members generally take it for 
granted and have no keen sense of 
personal responsibility for its upkeep, 

“Many of the laity still believe 
either that the church is state-sup- 
ported or that, as the money has ‘al- 
ways been found,’ it always will be 
found, the Bishop of Pontrefract, the 
Right Rev. Harold Morris, and Albert 
Nurse wrote in a letter to the ‘London 
Times’ on Thursday.’’—Clifton Daniel 
in the “New York Times” of March 
16, 1952. 
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And that is exactly the technique 
which O’Neill himself uses in this 
book. All of the telling points 
brought by Blanshard against promi- 
nent clerics who have expounded an 
anti-democratic philosophy are dis- 
missed by O’Neill with the argument 
that they were not speaking for the 
Church, and that the presence of an 
Imprimatur on their writings does not 
make their opinions “official.” The 
question naturally arises, then, 
whether O’Neill’s own statements 
about the Church can be given any 
weight at all. His are the opinions 
of a mere layman, uttered without 
benefit of prior censorship of a Car- 
dinal and ungraced by any Impri- 
matur or official sanction of any 
kind! 








Reminder 

There is a considerable cost in pub- 
lishing and distributing the News- 
LETTER to friends throughout Amer- 
ica. If you have not already sent in 
your contribution covering a sub- 
scription this year, please do not de- 
lay any longer. Write to 1633 Mass. 
Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D.C. 
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.. NEWS Jrom Jar and Near 


@ Recent headlines in the sports columns of various daily news- 
rs have indicated that a new “Catholic Track Ruler” and new 
“Catholic Basketball” and “Catholic Baseball” champs have been 
enthroned. The stories, of course, concerned competitions limited 
to students at Catholic schools. But what, we wonder, is there 
in track, basketball, or baseball to make them “Catholic”? Isn’t 
this reminiscent of the “Aryan Science” and “Aryan Mathematics” 
which were in vogue in Hitler’s Germany? 

@ Members of the Greek Evangelical Church and Jehovah’s Witnesses may 
not receive government marriage certificates in Greece, although their mar- 
riages are not unlawful. A recent Interior Ministry order forbade issuance 
of the certificates merely to emphasize the fact that the government regards 
the two groups as “heretics” and “non-Christians,” respectively. (RNS) 

@ The “whole of life, not excluding public life, in all its mani- 
festations,” is embraced within the rule of the Roman Catholic 
Church as the trustee of the “law of the Creator,” Pope Pius XII 
declared recently in an address broadcast over the Vatican Radio. 
The same view has also been expounded by Pierre Marie Cardinal 
Gerlier, Archbishop of Lyons, in a recent pastoral letter. Cardinal 
Gerlier rebuked Christians who “challenge the Church’s authority 
to intervene in some particular aspect of human life, such as poli- 
tics, business, or the family, or they destroy it completely by con- 
sidering it simply as a form of exterior coercion. .. .” 

% Permission to distribute Gideon Bibles to public school children at Col- 
lingswood, N. J., was denied recently by the board of education on the basis 
of “statutes and legal decisions governing the conduct of public schools.” 
Earlier, the Rutherford Board of Education had been restrained from imple- 
menting a go-ahead for Bible distribution by a court injunction granted 
after action brought by two parents, one Roman Catholic, the other Jewish. 

@ Prostitution still flourishes in Roman Catholic Italy, as the 
London “Tablet” admitted in its March 15 issue, in a story stating 
that “more than seven hundred” “case di tolleranza” are registered 
with the Italian police. Nevertheless, the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy has the effrontery to denounce the allegedly low marital 
standards of “Protestant” countries. Physician, heal thyself! 

@ A proposed religious test for court-appointed psychiatrists treating emo- 
tionally disturbed children, embodied in a bill introduced recently by New 
York State Senator John D. Bennett, has been protested by the Rev. Leland 
B. Henry, chairman of the Episcopal Inter-Diocesan Committee on Legis- 
lation, Justice Jacob Panken of the New York City Domestic Relations 
Court, the New York Academy of Medicine, and an editorial in the New 
York Times. The bill specifies that “whenever practicable the psychiatrist 
shall be of the same religious faith as the child.” Opponents argue that 
“scientific competence is not based on religious affiliation,’ and that 
there is “no such thing as Catholic, Jewish, or Protestant psychiatry, any 
more than there is Catholic, Jewish, or Protestant surgery.” The bill has 
also been attacked as “contrary to the generally accepted American principle 
of separation of church and state.” 

@ The government of Syria has prohibited the opening of any 
new mission schools in the country. (RNS) 

@ Questions on the germ theory of disease will be included in the optional 
part of future New York State Regents examinations, under terms of a 
“compromise” bill recently sent to Governor Dewey for signature. Christian 
Science leaders conferred with legislators on the bill, and agreed to a provision 
which lifts a previous exemption from hygiene and health classes for Christian 
Science believers, but still grants them exemption from studies involving the 
picturization of disease symptoms and effects and the medical treatment for 
them. Science teachers and other groups opposed the “compromise.” 

@ U. S. Attorney General J. Howard McGrath recently told a 
meeting of the Elmwood Sons and Daughters of Eire at Providence, 
R. L: “Neither I nor my cause will be destroyed by the forces of 
evil brought against us.... Our faith and our race are at stake 
and I shall meet the issue; do not be afraid.” He declined to elab- 
orate. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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An Old Principle 


“Certainly Peter and the apostles 
were not concerned about the appoint- 
ment of an Ambassador to the Vati- 
can. They were, however, greatly con- 
cerned about religious freedom and 
the right of men to worship God ac- 
cording to the dictates of their own 
consciences. They lived in a state 
in which the established religious 
powers sought to dictate on both civil 
and religious matters. The principle 
of separation of church and state is an 
old one.”—From address by the Rev. 
Dr. Lowell C. Bryant at the First 
Christian Church, Topeka, Kansas. 











Lebanon Prepares New 
Religious Status Law 


Civil rather than religious control 
of “personal status” questions in Leb- 
anon is being considered by a special 
commission recently appointed by the 
government. Committee members in- 
clude religious leaders, members of 
the Lawyers’ Syndicate and govern- 
ment officials. The new personal 
status law is to be presented to the 
Chamber of Deputies at its next ses- 
sion. 


At present, all questions of mar- 
riage, divorce, adoption and inheri- 
tance are handled by church func- 
tionaries within the respective “reli- 
gious communities,” a system which 
is deemed highly unsatisfactory by 
legal authorities. Indeed, lawyers 
have become so incensed that recent- 
ly they went on a 50-day strike to 
point up their demand for a unified 
civil law. In the ensuing contro- 
versy, Father Awwad, a Maronite 
priest, made an unbridled newspaper 
attack on the lawyers, and Najob 
Debs, Lawyers’ Syndicate president 
and a Maronite layman, replied by 
instituting a libel suit against the 
priest. This in turn drew a threat 
of excommunication from Maronite 
Patriarch Arida, who insisted that no 
priest could be brought before a civil 
court. The courts, however, ruled 
that Father Awwad was not immune 
from civil action, and the excom- 
munication threat was withdrawn. 


This is not the first time that the 
country has been torn by strife re- 
sulting from the fusion of religious 
with civil functions. Two years ago, 
scores of Lebanese citizens were 
killed and injured in pitched battles 
between Moslems and Christians 
resulting from a dispute over consti- 
tutional clauses (Church and State 
Newsletter, July, 1950). 





—— it. 











PIERZ BOARD WON’T BUILD HIGH 
SCHOOL UNLESS VOTERS INSIST 


An unholy alliance between the local school board and Roman Catholic 
-Monsignor Edward M. Mahowald is destroying public education in Pierz, 


Minnesota. 


No public high school will be built, board members have an- 


nounced, unless a parochial high school now nearing completion is found 
to be inadequate. Last year, a proposed $575,000 public school bond issue 


was defeated 887-575 after a furious 
campaign of obstruction by Roman 
clerics, whose methods included the 
excommunication of one parishioner 
and a boycott directed against the 
Pierz Journal because its editor fa- 
vored the bond issue. Later, state au- 
thorities announced that public aid 
to Pierz and other communities would 
be held up pending investigation of 
the “parochial” nature of their “pub- 
lic’ school classes. (Church and 
State Newsletter, July and Septem- 
ber, 1951.) 

Seven Pierz residents attended a 
recent board meeting to protest the 
board’s policy, and received a prom- 
ise that another election will be held 
on the public high school question— 
but no date was set. In the mean- 
time, parochial authorities plan to 
open the Catholic high school for the 
1952-53 school year, and anticipate 
an enrollment of approximately 150 
pupils. At present, 181 pupils are 
being sent to school at nearby Little 
Falls; parents of 31 do not wish them 
to attend a Roman Catholic school, 
and the 7-man delegation which ap- 
peared before the Pierz board de- 
manded to know what provision will 
be made for them at the opening of 
the new school year, when the Little 
Falis school will be closed to them. 
Board Chairman Werner Flicker said 
that it is against local policy to build 
a new school without assurance of a 
minimum of 90 pupils. The protest- 
ing parents were also told that no 
date for a new election on the bond 
issue can be set until enrollment in 
the parochial high school is deter- 
mined. Board members said that an- 
other possibility is the use of the pub- 
lic elementary school to accommodate 
both elementary and high school 
grades “to eliminate renting rooms in 
the Pierz parochial grade school.” 





“In many lands, such as Pakistan, 
religion is the State and the State ts 
religion. That is to say, a man be- 
coming a Christian is in that act an 
outright traitor both to home and 
country.’— From an address on 
foreign missions by Dr. George A. 
Buttrick, pastor of New York’s Madi- 
son Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
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Martinsburg Examines 
Hospital Control Issue 


Challenging the use of “state and 
federal funds to build institutions 
which are to be under strict clerical 
and church control,” a group of citi- 
zens in Martinsburg, West Virginia, 
has called upon the entire community 
to stick to the town’s original plan 
for construction of a hospital which 
would be truly “public” in nature. 
The Kings Daughters Hospital, now 
partially completed, began going up 
a few years ago, but was forced to 
suspend work for lack of funds, and 
the Sisters of the Holy Ghost of West 
Virginia have come forward with an 
offer to take over and “manage, op- 
erate, and direct” the hospital “ac- 
cording to the Catholic Moral Med- 
ical Code,” with some $2,000,000 of 
government funds and $500,000 of 
voluntary funds expected to be re- 
quired. 

Radio Station WEPM recently car- 
ried radio addresses for and against 
this proposal. Paul B. Martin, cham- 
pioning the cause of the Sisters of the 
Holy Ghost, called opponents of the 
plan “selfish persons and _ bigots.” 
The Rev. Robert Louis Bartlett, pas- 
tor of the Calvary Methodist Church, 
replied: 

“None will question the need of ade- 
quate hospital facilities. But the basic 
issue in this case is not the completion 
of the hospital. It is far more impor- 
tant and fundamental. It is easy to 
forget that one of the cherished prin- 
ciples that has gone into making our 
nation great is the one known as ‘sepa- 
ration of church and state.’ The late 
Justice [Wiley] Rutledge [of the Unit- 
ed States Supreme Court] saw this and 
said, ‘We have staked the very existence 
of our country on the faith that com- 
plete separation of church and state is 
best for the state and best for religion.’ 
We are opposed to state and federal 
funds being granted to any church in- 
stitution regardless of what church it 
is. So the real issue is the increasing 
disposition of religious organizations to 
seek help from federal funds and use 
the advantage gained by such federal 
assistance to promote and advance 
their own peculiar dogma, doctrines, 
and creed. Bishop Karl J. Alter, a 
Catholic Bishop of Toledo, Ohio, leaves 
no doubt as to the religious character 
of Catholic hospitals, for he says that 





New Orleans Names 
POAU Unit Leaders 


POAU’s New Orleans Chapter re. 
cently named the Rev. Edward R 
Russell, pastor of the St. Charles Ave. 
nue Christian Church, as president. 
The meeting also established a com. 
mittee on public schools to study cur. 
rent problems. Dr. W. W. Hamilton 
former president of the Southern Ba 
tist Convention, was the featured 
speaker. 

With Dr. B. C. Taylor, pastor of 
the Rayne Memorial Methodist 
Church, presiding, the following of. 
ficers were installed: Dr. Russell; Dr. 
J. Lyn Elder, pastor of St. Charles 
Avenue Baptist Church, first vice- 
president; James Scott, second vice- 
president; Miss Wylma Heard, third 
vice-president; Joseph M. Montag. 
net, secretary; and Dr. C. C. Henson, 
treasurer. 





‘although the majority of patients were 
non-Catholics, the Catholic hospital 
appropriately cannot be called a non- 
sectarian institution, since it derives 
its motivation and inspiration from re- 
ligion.’ ” 

Dr. Bartlett pointed to recent inci- 
dents in which Roman Catholic hos- 
pital authorities suppressed the rights 
of both doctors and patients, men- 
tioning in particular the dismissal of 
Dr. John M. Stephens of Mercy Hos- 
pital, Brownsville, Texas, and the 
threatened dismissals of seven staff 
doctors at St. Francis Hospital, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., on grounds in- 
volving the “Catholic Moral Medical 
Code” rather than the ethics of the 
medical profession. 

Associated with Dr. Bartlett in the 
struggle to preserve the public char- 
acter of Kings Daughters Hospital 
are, among others, the Rev. J. Paul 
Gruver of the First Evangelical Unit- 
ed Brethren Church and the Kev. 
Robert Stiff of the First Baptist 
Church. They have urged Martins- 
burg residents to unite in moral and 
financial support of a public hospital, 
and suggested that State Health Di- 
rector N. H. Dyer should be informed 
by letter, card, or telegram of the real 
sentiments of the community. 


Lest We Forget, Conrad H. Moehl- 
man’s incisive study of the Vatican- 
ambassador controversy in the light 
of American history, is now available 
in pamphlet form at 15 cents each or 
12 for $1.50. Write The Churchman, 
425 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, 
N. Y. Dr. Moehlman will give @ 
course in church history next year at 
the University of Southern California. 
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WISCONSIN SUPERINTENDENT STOPS 
AID TO 14 NUN-TAUGHT SCHOOLS 


State aid to fourteen Wisconsin parochial schools operating in the guise 
of “public” schools has been revoked by State Schools Superintendent George 
f£. Watson after investigating a complaint filed by the recently organized 


Protestant Bill of Rights Committee. 


A group of Milwaukee Lutherans 


organized the committee, giving an “over-the-top” impetus to the struggle 


which had been going on for many 
months, with the active participation 
of such men as the Rev. Maurice 
Haehlen of Eau Claire’s First Con- 
gregational Church and POAU Ex- 
ecutive Committeeman Ellis H. Dana. 

Superintendent Watson’s ruling 
held that state law was violated by 
selecting teachers on the basis of a 
“religious test,” indoctrinating pupils 
in religion, and failing to operate a 
complete school of eight grades. His 
ruling thus substantiated charges 
made by Bill of Rights Committee at- 
torneys after studying practices in the 
Lima consolidated grade school near 
Durand, where the principal and five 
of the eight teachers are nuns. It 
was in this district that farmer Wil- 
liam C. Fox was indicted last year 
for refusing to send his two young 
sons to the parochial-“public” school 
(Church and State Newsletter, Octo- 
ber, 1951). His case has not been 
disposed of at this writing. 

Announcement of Watson’s deci- 
sion brought immediate criticism 
from Brown County Schools Superin- 
tendent Joseph Donovan, where two 
of the parochial-“public” schools are 
located. Donovan denied that any 
of the alleged malpractices had oc- 
curred in the schools under his juris- 
diction. At the same time, Roman 
Catholic Bishop William P. O’Connor 
of Madison said he would meet with 
the local school board and “try to 
arrive at some conclusions.” 

The Protestant Bill of Rights Com- 
mittee is being expanded to include 
delegates selected on an interdenomi- 
national basis from each state sena- 
torial district. 


rrr wr rrr rrr rr 


The liberal teacher, observed 
British philosopher Bernard Russell 
ina recent article for The New York 
Times Magazine, “advocates certain 
limits to the exercise of authority 
and he wishes these limits to be ob- 
served not only when the authority 
would support a creed with which he 
disagrees but also when it would sup- 
port one with which he is in com- 
plete agreement. I am, for my part, 
a believer in democracy, but I do 
not iike a regime which makes belief 
in democracy compulsory.” 
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Catholic ‘Public’ School 
Approved in Vancouver 


Construction of a new Roman 
Catholic high school at Vancouver, 
British Columbia, was approved re- 
cently after civic authorities accepted 
the fiction that the school would be 
a “public” school within the meaning 
of a zoning by-law. The by-law 
allows only public schools in one- 
family dwelling areas. 


Puerto Rican Basic Law 
Cloudy on ‘Separation’ 


Indirect use of public funds to aid 
parochial schools is allowable under 
the new Constitution recently 
adopted by the Puerto Rican elec- 
torate. As originally drafted, the 
Constitution would have forbidden 
any and all aid to religious institu- 
tions, whether direct or indirect. 
This clause was deleted because “it 
was Offensive to one of the main re- 
ligions,” as Governor Luis Munoz- 
Marin later put it. 


Roman Catholic Bishops James P. 
Davis of San Juan and James A. Mc- 
Manus of Ponce gave the Constitution 
a grudging acceptance but warned 
that it was not completely “satis- 
factory” to them even with the modi- 
fied clause on church-state separation. 





TEACHING DOCTRINE 





MINNEAPOLIS STAR AND TRIBUNE PHOTO 


The nun in the picture above (reprinted from the “Church and State Newsletter,” No- 
vember, 1951) is one of many who have been teaching church doctrine at public expense in 
the Lima consolidated grade (parochial) school near Durand, Wisconsin, according to a recent 


finding of State Schools Superintendent George E. Watson. 


See story on this page. 
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AWARDS PRESENTED 
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Award winners and faculty advisers in the recent POAU scholarship competition at South- 
western Baptist Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, are pictured above (left to right): Dr. T. B. 
Maston, professor of social ethics; C. W. Scudder, Cordele, Georgia, third-place winner; 
A. Clark Scanlon, San Antonio, Texas, second-place winner; J. Leo Garrett, assistant professor 
of historical theology; Jack W. Patterson, Petersburg, Virginia, first-place winner; and Philip 
B. Harris, associate professor of adolescent religious education. 





NEWS From Far and Near 


(Continued from page 3) 


@ “Blasphemy,” a recent radio presentation of a drama in which a man 
who kills an atheist is later acquitted by a jury (after pleading “amnesia”), 
has given rise to a formal complaint to the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion from San Francisco atheist Robert H. Scott. He charged that the Amer- 
ican Broadcasting Company had refused him time to reply to the program 
—which had seemingly implied that the murder of atheists is justifiable— 
and that American radio has been kept “open for the broadcast of religious 
programs and closed to atheism and kindred views. . . .” The broadcast in 
question had originated in Toronto, Canada, and was based on the story, 
“The Trial of John Nobody.” ... “Atheism” is taught in the public schools, 
the pastor of the First Methodist Church, Grand Rapids, implied recently at 
a panel discussion of the Michigan Rural Teachers Association. “If we can 
stand having atheism taught in public schools,” he asked, “why can’t we 
have religion taught?” Press reports of his remarks did not contain any 
specific implementation of the charge, or the names of any school systems 
or teachers who had committed the offense alleged. 

@ “One of the leading liberal American Catholic voices, Msgr. 
Edward E. Swanstrom,” reports Charles A. Wells in “Between the 
Lines,” “... on returning from Italy, ignored the hierarchy ban of si- 
lence concerning the misery of Catholic-dominated Italy and openly 
warned that unless some miracle is wrought in Italy soon, com- 
munism is inevitable. He reported that American aid dollars had 
not been permitted to reach the millions of Italy’s poor—had been 
funneled into the coffers of Italy’s rich nobility. . . .” 

@ A contradiction in terms is embodied in the constitution of the new 
state, the independent United Kingdom of Libya. According to Religious 
News Service, it “assures complete freedom to all religions, while declaring 
Islam to be the State religion.” 

@ Three Roman Catholic priests led a mob of stone-throwing 
children in an attack on a Presbyterian church at Ibague, the Co- 
lombian Evangelical Federation charged recently. 
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No Church Politics, 


| Bishop Sheen Says 


In a mood less belligerent than that 
of Cardinal Segura of Spain, Roman 
Catholic Auxiliary Bishop Fulton J 
Sheen of the United States recently 


_ declared that the American hierarch 


supports the First Amendment anq 
does not favor “an _ established 
church.” In a sermon delivered jp 


_ Washington and repeated a few days 
| later in New York, the mellow-voiced 


priest spoke defensively, in this fash. 
ion: 

“If I began preaching a revolution 
against the Government of the United 
States, if I began lecturing in fayor 
of union of church and state, if I be. 
gan pleading or haranguing for the 
suppression of liberty of conscience 
of all those who do not believe as J 
believe, I would be suspended and 
silenced. Not because what I said 
was inopportune but because it is op. 
posed to the spirit of America and to 
the spirit of the Church.” [Cardinal 
Segura, in the latest of many out- 
bursts he has been making for years, 
recently harangued the Franco goy- 
ernment for a more complete suppres- 
sion of non-Catholic belief, and he 
has not been “suspended” or “Si- 
lenced.”—Editor’s note.| 


Bishop Sheen, who is national di- 
rector of the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Faith, also sounded a 
note of warning to his fellow church 
members. History, he said, shows 
that when “we become too close to 
the things of this world, too inter- 
ested in the political order or too ab- 
sorbed in the economic, we have suf- 
fered for it.” (He made no mention 
of recent Washington reports that 
Cardinal Spellman had personally in- 
tervened to save Attorney General 
McGrath’s political hide by phoning 
the President from Tokyo—but this 
is the sort of incident Bishop Sheen 
may have had in mind. McGrath 
had done yeoman service for the hier- 
archy by publicly attacking the Su- 
preme Court’s McCollum decision.) 

“There is a lie abroad,” Bishop 
Sheen continued, “that the Catholic 
Church is perverting the nation, is 
bent on raiding the treasury, is guilty 
in some way or other of subverting 
the Constitution. . . .” He made no 
mention of recent revelations in many 
parts of the country—such as the 
case of the fourteen Wisconsin pa- 
rochial-“public” schools (page 5)— 
which clearly prove that the Roman 
Catholic Church has sought and ob- 
tained substantial amounts of public 
funds. 
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franco Organ Assures Cardinal 
Protestants Won’t Get Freedom 


“Christian” Spain will not succumb to the monstrous evil of “religious free- 
dom” even under the influence of U. S. economic and military aid, the Falan- 
gist newspaper, Arriba, declared recently in an editorial replying to a pastoral 
jetter of the Archbishop of Seville. In the pastoral letter—which came on 
the heels of a physical attack on a Protestant chapel in Seville—Pedro Car- 


dinal Segura y Saenz had warned that 
“Protestant proselytizing, having 
broken through the dam of tolerance, 
does not hesitate to press openly for 
religious freedom in our country.” 

The 1945 Charter of the Spanish 
People, Arriba reminded Cardinal Se- 

ra, was drafted “in full agreement 
with the Holy See” and guaranteed 
government protection of the Roman 
Catholic Church by means of restric- 
tions on the non-Catholic sects. Al- 
though no strings have been attached 
to American aid to Spain, the Car- 
dinal had expressed alarm at what he 
called a campaign of “benevolence” 
towards the “heresy of Protestant- 
ism” which, in his view, was stimu- 
lated by the American aid program, 
the recent expressions of sympathy 
on the death of England’s King 
George VI, and the like. 

“The spirit of Catholics,” he said, 
“ig worried over fear that, under the 
pretext of politics, concessions gravely 
prejudicial to the [Roman Catholic] 
religion may be made. ...” He also 
expressed consternation that some cit- 
izens seem to have decided that “all 
religions are equally acceptable in the 
presence of God,” making possible an 
“extraordinarily grave” increase in 
Protestant “propaganda.” 


Demands Church “Rights” 


Cardinal Segura has often been la- 
beled inaccurately as a critic or foe 
of the Franco government. Actually, 
he supports the fascist regime in its 
avowed Catholicism, chiding it only 
for not being Catholic enough. As 
the New York Times pointed out on 
March 13, observers have noted that 
“this clerical opposition, which is both 
outspoken and tacit, did not stem 
from contrasting political ideologies 
but found its basic motivation in 
what it considered governmental dis- 
regard for the rights of the church in 
Spain... .” Similarly, many Euro- 
pean Roman Catholic prelates have 
been touted as “anti-Nazi” during 
World War II when, in fact, their 
only differences with Hitler arose out 
of his failure to respect the “preroga- 
tives” of the Roman Catholic Church, 
not out of his enmity for the rights 
of mankind. (See James Hastings 
Nichols’ book, Democracy and the 
Churches, Westminster Press, 1951.) 
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WHO'S INDIFFERENT? 


“The 152 bishops of the Catholic 
hierarchy in the United States who 
assailed the ‘indifference of the so- 
called Christian governments’ to the 
persecution of Catholics behind the 
Iron Curtain had nothing to say or 
recommend about the Protestants and 
Jews who are persecuted in Spain. 

“l am a Catholic myself, but | put 
fair play, tolerance, and humanity far 
above any religion, its practices, its 
dogma, and its interests. To be a 
good ‘Christian,’ as | see it, is to have 
a heart big enough for all mankind of 
whatsoever shade of belief or disbelief. 


“If the Pope, the cardinals, the 
archbishops, and bishops would petition 
Dictator Franco to stop the persecu- 
tion of religious minorities in Spain he 
would comply with the petition within 
24 hours.”—Letter from Walter Felder, 
published in the Washington “Post.” 














Cardinal Segura’s words on this and 
previous occasions have often inspired 
“action” by members of his archdio- 
cese—as when, for instance, a band 
of youths invaded the Spanish Re- 
form Chapel of San Basilio on March 
3, beating up its pastor, Dr. Santos 
Molina, and burning its Bibles, hym- 
nals, and pews. One person was ar- 
rested and subsequently released— 
Domingo Fal Conde, whose father is 
described as “the leader of an extreme 
right-wing group which has as its po- 
litical program a Spain ruled by a 
king but governed by the Catholic 
Church.” 


Britain Protests 


The San Basilio chapel was British- 
owned, and, under pressure from in- 
dignant members of the House of 
Commons, the government of Great 
Britain has filed a formal protest with 
the government of Spain. In Parlia- 
ment, Minister of State Selwyn Lloyd 
acknowledged that “this most regret- 
table act of hooliganism” had resulted 
in damage to British property, for 
which, he added, Great Britain would 
reserve the right to claim compensa- 
tion. One member of Parliament 
stated that the San Basilio incident 
was “a culmination of a whole series 
of attacks on Protestant churches.” 


EVANGELICALS PROTEST 
ITALIAN TREATY MOVES 


A plea for the retention of “Rights 
of Man” clauses in the Italian Peace 
Treaty of 1947 was made recently by 
the Evangelical Biblical Institute of 
Italy, meeting at Villa Savonarola, 
Portici, Naples. Noting the silence 
of Italian newspapers on foreign 
press reports indicating that Prime 
Minister De Gasperi was seeking re- 
vision of the human rights clauses, 
the group adopted resolutions endors- 
ing “those treaty changes which 
would improve the economic and 
spiritual condition of Italy . . .,” but 
opposing any change in the guaran- 
tees of freedom of conscience. 

One resolution asked that “Arti- 
cles 15, 16, and 17, under Part II, 
Section I, General Clauses, pertain- 
ing to the respecting of the Essential 
Rights of Man, be retained and re- 
main inviolable in the Peace Treaty.” 
“According to these articles,” it con- 
tinued, “Italy pledged herself ‘to take 
all measures necessary to secure to 
all persons under Italian jurisdic- 
tion, without distinction as to race, 
sex, language, or religion, the enjoy- 
ment of human rights and of the 
fundamental freedoms, including 
freedom of expression, of press, and 
publication, of religious worship, of 
political opinion, and of public meet- 
ing.’ ” 

The statement, signed by “Italian 
citizens, men and women of various 
religious and cultural views, Evan- 
gelicals, Catholics, and non-church- 
affiliated liberals,” also pointed to 
“the fact that there is evidence today 
in Italy that the democratic rights of 
the people are not fully enjoyed; and 
. . . to this day there are in effect in 
Italy laws of the Fascist regime 
which the Italian Government has 
not as yet abolished. . . .” 
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POAU Protests Administration Bid 
For $70,000 ‘Mission’ to Pope 


A State Department request for $70,000 to cover salaries.of ten diplomatic 
employees and “for the official residence expenses of a small mission” at the 
Vatican, has been protested by POAU Executive Director Glenn L. Archer in 
a telegram to Chairman D. Clarence Cannon (D., Mo.)_of the House Appro- 
priations Committee. (The State Department request, according to a United 


Press report of March 25, had been 
made before a closed session of the 
committee by George W. Perkins, As- 
sistant Secretary of State for Euro- 
pean Affairs.) The text of Archer’s 
telegram follows: 

“Overwhelming outcry of Ameri- 
can people against U. S. diplomatic 
relations with Vatican leaves no room 
for doubt that current State Depart- 
ment request for $70,000 for this 
purpose should be denied. This 
country’s whole history, tradition, 
constitutional principle, and _senti- 
ment of the people demand that not 
one penny of U. S. taxpayers’ money 
should be appropriated for govern- 
ment recognition of any church, even 
though it may pretend to be a State. 
No matter what the ‘level’ of recog- 
nition—whether by means of Ambas- 
sador, Minister, or Personal Repre- 
sentative of the President—POAU 
and all believers in religious liberty 
will oppose all efforts to ‘compromise’ 
our heritage.” 

Following this protest, Congress- 
man Prince H. Preston, Jr., of 
Georgia proposed an amendment to 
the appropriations bill forbidding ex- 
penditures for any diplomatic mis- 
sion not approved by the Senate. This 
amendment passed in committee by 
a 19-17 vote, and is awaiting House 
action as this issue goes to press. 
Congressman John J. Rooney of New 
York has vowed “the fight of [his] 
life” to defeat the measure. Many 
Congressmen, as of this writing, seem 
desirous of avoiding a roll-call vote. 








Public School Ethics 


“ . . Our founding fathers felt that 
the motto ‘E pluribus unum’ should 
mean not only a unity of one state 
from many, but a union of one ideal 
of statehood out of many diversified 
personal, moral, and intellectual con- 
ceptions. 

“Many of us are very grateful in- 
deed that this point of view has per- 
sisted in our national life. We have 
been happy over the series of Su- 
preme Court decisions which have 
continued the separation of church 
and state. ... 

“But many of us who are intimately 
concerned with public school educa- 
tion have been made most unhappy 
over certain conclusions which have 
been reached by some of our sincere 
and well-meaning religious friends. 
These people have conceived the idea 
that because we cannot legally teach 
religion in our schools, these institu- 
tions are carrying on their instruction 
without inculcating any moral or ethi- 
cal principles at all... . 

“This is not true at all; it is as false 
as any conception of public education 
possibly could be. By the dictionary, 
religion is defined as ‘the recognition 
of man’s relation to a divine or super- 
natural power to whom obedience and 
honor are due.’ But in practice every 
student of religion recognizes that a 
large part of religion has to do... 
with the relations of man to his fellow 
man. A religion without a series of 
moral and ethical principles dealing 
with human relationships is almost un- 
thinkable to the modern occidental 
mind. . . .”—Edwin H. Reeder, writing 
in the “Friends Intelligencer” (Quak- 
er). 
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Persecution Charges 
ignored in Colombia 


Increasingly numerous cases of yjg. _ 
lent persecution in Colombia—as eyj. | 
denced in formal charges of mob 
assaults on evangelicals and thei 


chapels, resulting in several recent 


deaths—have been ignored by the 


government of the country, accord} 


to reports received recently by the | 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public — 


Affairs. At its annual meeting jn 
Washington, the national organiza. 
tion said that no action “to prevent 
further violations of this kind” has 
been forthcoming, nor has there been 
“any evidence that the Roman Cath. 
olic Church disapproves in any way 
of such crimes against religious lib. 
erty.” 

Another part of the report noted 
that opposition to the naming of a 
U. S. ambassador to the Vatican has 
been so widely and emphatically ex. 
pressed that there is no reason to be- 
lieve the appointment of a “personal 
representative” of the President, in 
lieu of an ambassador, would be ac- 
ceptable to the American people. 





Injunction Sought 
In Missouri Case 


An injunction to restrain public 
school authorities from continuing to 
employ Roman Catholic teaching 
nuns, and also to restrain them from 
operating parochial-“public” schools, 
is being sought by plaintiffs in Frank- 
lin County, Missouri, in a suit which 
is expected to be heard by Circuit 
Judge Emmett J. Crouse of St. Jo- 
seph. The case parallels another 
which has been pending for some time 
at Jefferson City in an action initi- 
ated by the POAU affiliate, the Mis- 
souri Association for Free Public 
Schools. 

Boyle Clark, attorney for the plain- 
tiffs in the Franklin County case, de- 
clared: “The nuns teaching in the 
schools are paid state salaries. My 
clients think this unlawful and con- 
sider the presence of the nuns in their 
religious habiliments and the prox- 
imity of two of the schools to Cath- 
olic churches as evidence the schools 
are being operated, not as public, but 
as parochial institutions.” The case 
has been temporarily delayed because 
of the illness of Judge Crouse. The 
suit was originally filed before Judge 
Ransom A. Brewer of Union, but he 
disqualified himself because of “pre- 
conceived notions” on the question. 
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